 
BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES

Roy H. Lanier Jr.


Early Years:

He was born in Abilene, TX, the son of an illustrious gospel preacher, Roy H. Lanier Sr.  He lived his early years in Waxahachie, TX, Roswell, NM, and Fort Worth, TX, then junior high and high school years in Abilene.  He attended Abilene Christian High School, Freed-Hardeman College, Florida Christian College, and Abilene Christian College, where he was awarded a BA degree, summa cum laude, in Bible and Greek.


Freed-Hardeman University, Henderson, Tennessee awarded Lanier an LLD in May, 2002.

Local Work:

Lanier's local work includes six congregations: Cedar Rapids, Iowa  (1951-1953), Plant City, Florida (1953-1956), Central church in Norman, Oklahoma (1956-1962), Brandon and Branford, Florida (1962-1966), Eastside church in Midwest City, Okla. (1966-1971), and Hoffman Heights church Aurora, Colorado (1972-1976).

Since moving to Florida in ’98, Lanier has helped establish a new congregation at Lehigh Acres, FL, a suburb of Ft. Myers, that has boomed to over 35,000 population.  Beginning in a living room with 7 persons in September 1999, in between his meeting and lecture appoints, he preached for them until April 2002, at which time he helped secure a fulltime preacher. They now have their own building on 6 ½ acres, they have added a 6-classroom wing, they have reduced their mortgage to less than thirty thousand dollars, and they have a fulltime man partially supported from other congregations.  Lanier next occupied the pulpit at the Springhead church near Plant City, FL, helping them to recover from a disastrous split, preaching from December 2004 until April 2006. The church then was able to hire another fulltime man.  He continues to worship with this group, available to fill in when needed.
For several years (1961-66) Lanier supported himself as a citrus farmer while helping three small congregations in Florida become self-supporting.  In earlier years in mission work in Iowa he drove an "18-wheeler" for Hawkeye Rubber Products, and was the night-manager for a Shell service station in order to support his family.  Another job he held was with the Parks Department of Cedar Rapids, Iowa spraying playgrounds for ice rinks from 1:00 A. M. till 7:00 A. M. during the winter months.


Meetings & Evangelistic Work:

He worked, since 1976, in fulltime evangelism and writing.  He worked under the oversight of the Centerville Rd. Church (formerly So. Broadway Church) in Garland, Texas (1988-2006), who furnished partial support.  Half of the meetings held were in mission areas, and with small churches.  The average number of appointments per year (1976-1991) was 44, but since 1991 teaching time in special classes has multiplied, and he accepts about 12 appointments.  During the years, 50’s – 70’s, numerous churches were begun in Manitoba, Canada (Dauphin, The Pas, Thompson) and throughout the U. S. A., as well as overseas.  Campaigns, tent meetings, and Vacation Bible Schools helped to begin many of these new groups.  He was the speaker in a campaign in Port Elizabeth, South Africa in 1968 that resulted in 69 baptisms.  Other campaigns in Canada, Jamaica, Bermuda, Zambia, Thailand, Korea, etc. have continued through the years.

Numerous debates have also been his involvement with Mormon, Pentecostal, Baptist, and Catholic  men, as well as with brethren over issues of marriage, divorce and remarriage, support of para-church groups, cooperative evangelism works, and the workings of the Holy Spirit.
Lanier traveled much of his time over 40 years in his own private plane, amassing over 5000 hours total time, with over 1500 hours instrument time.

Teaching: 

He taught at the Bear Valley School of Preaching, Denver, CO for ten years, until 1982.  He still gives special weekly and quarterly seminars at several preacher schools.  He has conducted Teacher-Training and Personal Work-Campaign Clinics in fifteen states and in connection with various college lectureships since 1956.

Lanier taught one week each month (1990-1997) for the "School of Bible Emphasis," a work of the West Hobbs St. church in Athens, AL.  The major thrust of the school was to offer graduate level classes that would upgrade local preachers since their graduations from various universities.  Winfred Clark was the Director, and classes grew rapidly and were conducted not only in Athens but also in 20 other congregations, "coast-to-coast," from S. Carolina to California!  In addition to hundreds of elders, deacons, teachers (both men and women), there were over 200 preachers who attended these classes, men already in pulpits who spend extra time for in-depth textual studies of the Bible.

Since the death of Clark, Lanier directed western SBE classes in St. Louis, Neosho, West Plains, Stark City, and Hottle Springs, MO, Oklahoma City, Cordell, and Broken Arrow, OK, Clarksville, TX, Goodyear and Phoenix, AZ, Flint, MI, Highlands, Yucaipa, and Van Nuys, CA.  Enrollment in some of these classes has reached into the 80's.   Requests from numerous other churches for these classes as yet have not been able to be filled, some from Florida, Georgia, Texas, and even California.   Lanier’s work in these SBE classes was under the eldership of the So. Ridge church in Oklahoma City, OK.  Several hundred preachers have attended these classes and seminars along with nearly 3,000 members of the local churches.  Other teachers used by Lanier in these studies have been William Woodson, Tom Holland, Hardeman Nichols, Max Patterson, Dave Miller, Mark Hanstein, Stafford North, Jeff Jenkins, and Wendell Winkler.  At the first of the year, 2004, Lanier, due to his wife’s illness, turned over the directorship to Jeff Jenkins of Lewisville, TX.

Work in Media:

Lanier conducted daily radio programs for five years and has appeared in numerous television productions.  He has a video series for International Video Bible Lessons on the book of "Acts of the Apostles," that consisted of twenty-six thirty-minute lessons.  This series was picked up by, and shown around the world on the Armed Forces Network, and it is now owned and marketed by Jule Miller, Houston, TX.  He recorded a 13-part series of "Great Bible Themes" for the TV program, "The Truth In Love," a work of the Brown Trail church, Ft. Worth, TX, shown on station KTVT.


Writings:

Lanier founded the Rocky Mountain Christian Newspaper in 1972 while in Denver, Colorado, and published it for 10 years.  It reached almost 20,000 mailing list and blanketed 19 states over the Western U.S.A.  Two earlier books include The Bible Is God's Word, and Jesus Is The Way, both published by Lambert Book House of Shreveport, Louisiana.  

He also edited a two-volume set for Quality Publishing of Abilene, Texas on Twenty Years of the Problem Page, a digest of his father's work for twenty years in the "Problem Page" of the Firm Foundation.  He has written tracts, VBS materials, and campaign literature for various publishers, and is a regular contributor to several publications, including the Firm Foundation, Gospel Advocate, Latin American Crier, Entrusted Word, and Spiritual Sword.

A commentary on The Epistles of John for Quality Printers in Abilene, TX is now on the bookshelves.  A shorter compendium of basic principles shown in Acts, Orbiting Acts, is ready now on the presses.

Summarizing Acts is the name of a special issue of Truth For Today, a magazine that is sent to over 5,000 missionaries in 31 countries. It has been translated into 8 foreign languages.   Lanier was asked to edit this special issue for the benefit of mission preachers in their study of the Word.

Two volumes of radio sermons by his father, Roy H. Lanier Sr., 3 Years of the Gospel Preacher, are now in distribution.  These were basic Bible sermons preached for two years over the radio station in York, Nebraska while Lanier Sr. taught at York College.  Lanier and his sister, Joy Henshall, are editors of this volume.  

Another book, A Little Contribution, 50 articles on Christian giving, is also off the presses and a second volume on this subject is under way.  These studies about possessions, money, and wealth are unusual insights into God's wishes about worldly possessions.
The latest publication in 2008 is an edited version of The Timeless Trinity, a highly extensive study of the Godhead written by his father, Roy H. Lanier Sr.  Along with his sister, Dr. Joy Henshall, he edited the original version published in 1975, and added three chapters of Addenda.  The volume now numbers almost 600 pages, taking eight years to accomplish, and is considered the most definitive study of the Godhead available written by our brethren.

Speaking Opportunities:

Lanier has spoken on most major brotherhood college lecture programs, and many of the national church lectureships.  He has been on major encampment programs, and has preached in forty-three states and twelve foreign countries, including Jamaica, Barbados, Israel, Germany, Yugoslavia, England, South Africa, Zambia, Canada, Puerto Rico, Korea, and Thailand. 


Family:

Lanier married Patricia Boswell of Lakeland, Florida (1951), whom he met in college, and they have one daughter, Lee, (Mrs. Mark Hanstein) of Denver, Colorado, where Mark is Academic Dean of the Bear Valley Institute of Bible.  Lee and Mark Hanstein have two children: a boy, Will, who preached for the La Grange, TX church for five years, but is currently teaching Greek and Bible at Bear Valley and directing their graduate studies.  Laura, Mrs. Bart Warren, now lives in Glasgow, KY where Bart is the local preacher.  Both men have completed their Masters Degrees at Freed-Hardeman U.   Lee and Mark met at Oklahoma Christian College and worked previously for 4 years in Visalia, California, 18 years in Montrose, CO, and 7years in Marble Falls, TX.  Patricia died from complications of Alzheimer’s disease September 6, 2009.
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